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Thousands face
daily struggle to
put food on table

EXCLUSIVE
JOE SPAGNOLO
Political Editor

The number of West Aus-
tralians desperate for help
to get by has surged, with
calls for assistance to lead-
ing welfare  agencies
hitting a record high.

With the cost of living
looming as a major elec-
tion issue for State and
Federal leaders this year,
the number of people
needing emergency relief
for food and other costs
has surged 87 per cent in
January compared to the
same time two years ago.

A staggering 90 per cent
of people needing help
blamed huge hikes in living
expenses for their plight,
and an increasing number
of people with jobs are
calling up for help.

“These are working
people and families who
are struggling to put food

on the table,” Financial
Wellbeing Collective gen-
eral manager Helena
Jakupovic said.

“After paying their rent
or mortgage and other
essentials ... there is no
money left for food and
school supplies.”

Ms Jakupovic and other
welfare leaders said it was
disgraceful so many were
struggling in a State as rich
as WA, and battling to feed
the family was becoming
commonplace for many
people. Urgent reforms
from the State Govern-
ment were needed as it
looked for a third term.

“The problem we have is
the scale of the issue that
were facing, and the re-
sponse isn't meeting the
scale,” Anglicare WA boss
Mark Glasson said.

“We need to look at
better concessions.”

Full story P3

STATE ELECTION

Leaders face off
on hospital EDs

EXCLUSIVE
JOE SPAGNOLO

Roger Cook and Libby
Mettam have revealed rival
emergency room Dpitches
ahead of next months
State election in a bid to
alleviate pressure on the
health system.

Labor has pledged $100
million for a new Royal
Perth Hospital emergency
department, just months

after a similar pledge for
Sir Charles Gairdner in
Nedlands. The Liberals
want “low-priority” cases
to be diverted to urgent-
care clinics.

Liberal leader Ms Met-
tam says her plan could
start from “day one of
government”, while Pre-
mier Mr Cook says his will
tackle ambulance ramping.

Full details P4-5
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WA TV.legends Rick Ardon & Susannah Carr reveal
the secrets of their incredible 40-year success

S {111 MAGAZINE INSIDE

Lulebat v e Volnios's Sy T

BELMONT - INNALOO - ROCKINGHAM - BUNBURY - FREMANTLE - CURRAMBINE

MAKE A RESERVATION

Srafmd § ol Ko b et

wnn PERTH'S BEST SEAFOOD PLATTERS

KALGOORLIE - MANDURAH (COMING SOON)
THECRAY.COM.AU 006

+

Sl

agdbisls


http://thewest.com.au/timespool

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 2025

NEWS 3

»

| =;!. Il ||'|||||%|I.hk'l'|

‘Overjoyed & full of love

Australian Test cricket
captain Pat Cummins and
wife Becky have
welcomed their second
child, a baby girl named
Edi.

Becky took to
Instagram on Saturday
morning to announce the
birth of Edith Maria
Boston Cummins.

"She's here. Our
beautiful baby girl, Edi",
the post read underneath
a picture of Mrs Cummins
holding the newborn.

"Words can't describe
how overjoyed and full of
love we feel right now
@patcummins30.”

The post was
immediately flooded with
those offering their
congratulations, with more
than 1600 comments,
including well wishes from
high-profile Australians
such as Formula 1driver
Oscar Piastri and members
of children’'s music group
The Wiggles.

Later that morning she

in Australia to welcome
the birth of his second
child while his Australian
teammates toil in Sri
Lanka for a two-match
Test series.

took to her Instagram
story to show off the
baby's first trip to the
beach and another later
post featuring their
firstborn, Albie, embracing
the newborn.

Cummins has remained

Full Test coverage P56

Credit-card debt balloons
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EXCLUSIVE JOE SPAGNOLO

The cost-of-living crisis con-
tinues to cripple West Austra-
lians with a leading welfare
agency revealing it has received
a record number of pleas for
help.

And in a worrying develop-
ment, people in secure employ-
ment are reaching out for
assistance more than ever
before.

With cost of living the burn-
ing issue in this year’s State and
Federal elections, the Financial
Wellbeing Collective said more
West Aussies sought its help
last month since the group first
started publishing data in Janu-
ary 2022.

The collective’s emergency
relief and food access service
had 3827 people contact it in
January — an 87 per cent
increase on the same month
three years ago.

Calls for help to the collec-
tive in January 2022 — the
same year Anthony Albanese
became Prime Minister —were
2042.

A staggering 90 per cent of
people seeking assistance cited
huge hikes in living expenses as
the reason they needed help.

“We experienced record call
numbers to our Emergency
Relief and Food Access Service
in January as clients grapple
with the cost of living,” Finan-
cial Wellbeing Collective gen-
eral manager Helena Jakupovic
said.

“With persistent high living
costs, many of our emergency
relief clients have exhausted
their financial reserves and are

now relying on services such as
ours to feed their family.”

Ms Jakupovic said the per-
ceptions that only unemployed
people needed help was wrong,
with January’s figures showing
people with jobs were a growing
cohort who could not make
ends meet.

Employed West Australians
accounted for 14 per cent of
those seeking help.

“More employed clients
than ever are reaching out for
help,” Ms Jakupovic said.

Paid employment has gener-
ally been seen as a guarantee
against being in poverty, but
that’s not the case any more as
the current figures show.

“Year-on-year, January
comparisons show a 225 per
cent increase in employed cli-
ents accessing emergency relief
over the last four Januarys,” Ms
Jakupovic said.

“These are working people
and families who are struggling
to put food on the table.

“January can be a hard time
off the back of the festive sea-
son, but we’ve never had call
numbers this high.

“After paying their rent or
mortgage, and other essentials
like fuel and utilities, there is no
money left for food and school
supplies.

“It is disgraceful that, in one
of the richest States in Austra-
lia, hardship is becoming more
commonplace, so much so that
a growing number of Western
Australians are battling to feed
their families.”

Private renters accounted
for 41 per cent of calls to the col-
lective, which represents 12 WA

frontline agencies, including
Mission Australia, UnitingCare
and Anglicare.

Homeowners with mortgag-
es accounted for 11 per cent of
calls.

Labor has so far announced
$21billion in election promises,
including cost-of-living mea-
sures such as student assistance
payments.

But Anglicare WA boss
Mark Glasson called on Labor
to do more.

“There’s no doubt that the
measures that have been
announced to date have been
really helpful,” he said.

“The Rent Relief Scheme
has supported thousands of
families, so that’s really good.

“The problem we have is the
scale of the issue that we’re fac-
ing, and the response isn't
meeting the scale.

“We would ask the Govern-
ment to focus on increasing the
scale and pace of change.

“We need to look at better
concessions, giving people
relief from utilities and other
bills, registrations, licences. We
need to see a continuation of
the rent relief scheme. We
know that works.”

Although Mr Cook’s Labor
Government is all but assured
of victory on March 8, polling
shows a tight racein the Federal
poll.

Since Mr Albanese won
Government, there have been
13 interest rate hikes, as well as
massive rises in living expenses.

Federal Liberal leader Peter
Dutton has questioned wheth-
er Australians’ standard of life
has improved under Labor.
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Australians racked up massive
personal credit-card debts over
the Christmas period, leaving
many households unable to
pay ballooning bills, new
research shows.

Figures released by the
Reserve Bank of Australia
show the value of credit-card

transactions hit a record high
of $281 billion in December,
with a massive $17.8b now
attracting interest charges.

In total, credit and debit
transactions amounted to
more than  $80b  for
the month, up $882.5 million
on November.

According to Canstar’s anal-
ysis of the RBA data, debt

accruing interest on personal
credit cards rose by more than
$236m from the previous
month and over half a billion
dollars from this time last year.

Canstar data insight direc-
tor Sally Tindall said credit-
card debt incurring interest
was on the rise due to pre-
Christmas spending in a cost-
of-living crisis.
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