
Register your spot

Some people are living the cost-of-living crisis. Others are deciding how to respond to it. Here's what came out of the room — and one thing you can do next.
This was the first event in our Future of Financial Wellbeing series — a space for leaders from research, policy, financial education and frontline services to unpack how cost-of-living
pressures are landing differently for women. The conversation moved past household budgets to the structural factors underneath them: compounding disadvantage, fractured support
systems, and choices no one should have to make.

 

THE FUTURE OF FINANCIAL WELLBEING EVENT SERIES 

The Cost of Living Gender Gap

21.8%
Less total remuneration earned
by women than men, on average.

THE GAP

38.1%
The gap for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
women — the widest of any group in Australia.

WHO IT HITS HARDEST 

$1.26bn
Lost to the Australian economy every
week because of the gender pay gap.

WHAT IT COSTS THE ECONOMY

72%
Of clients accessing Financial Wellbeing
Collective services in FY 25/26 are women.

HOW IT LANDS ON FWC’S DOORSTEP

This isn't really a crisis and we need to stop calling it one. A crisis is temporary. For a lot of
people, financial hardship is now baked into how systems and policies work.
Sonja Trio, Senior Policy Officer, WACOSS

What this means for the FWC
When financial hardship stops being a temporary crisis and becomes a structural feature, the response has to be structural too — not just one-off support. That's why prevention-
based, wraparound services sit at the centre of what our partner network does, and why events like this one exist: to put researchers, policymakers and frontline services in the same
room, working from the same evidence.

More from the room

Even as inflation eases, prices are unlikely to fall
back to previous levels — with women particularly
affected. Today's hardship can become tomorrow's
poverty, especially for younger women.

Alan Duncan
Director, Bankwest Curtin Economics Centre

Governments and corporations 
have choices about where resources
are invested. Financial wellbeing is in
everyone's long-term interests.

For some women, the choice is between remaining in
a domestic violence situation or risking homelessness.
Some women report they have prioritised a roof over
their children's heads at enormous personal cost.

Zoe O’Neill
CEO, Sussex Street Community Law Service

Lacey Filipich
Founder, Money School

NEXT IN THE SERIES

Join us for the next conversation
The Cost-of-Living Utility Squeeze
27th November, 7:30AM-9:00AM, Bankwest Place

ONE THING TO TAKEAWAY FROM THESE EVENTS

Together, we can strengthen connections, share knowledge and advance practical
solutions that improve financial wellbeing outcomes for Western Australians. We need
to push for policy change, not just fund the symptoms.

Source: Workplace Gender Equality Agency. (2025). Source: Jobs and Skills Australia. (2025). Gender Economic Equality Study. Source: KPMG’s She’s Price(d)less: The Economics of the Gender Pay Gap. Source: Financial Wellbeing Collective FY25/26 data snapshot.

https://events.humanitix.com/the-future-of-financial-wellbeing
https://www.linkedin.com/in/alan-duncan-b787498a/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/laceyjfilipich/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/zoe-o-neill-72365428/
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